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Original Papers and Despatches relating to
THE BATTLE OF UDGIR

1. Importance of the Campaign

The following letters (1-88) give a detailed and intercsting account of
what is known in history as the campaign of Udgir, a fortified place near
the Manjra, within the Hyderabad dominions, over two hundred miles
east of Poona. The campaign started in October 1759 and ended in the
following February. Although its significance is now academic, its
importance in history is eclipsed by the disaster of Panipat which occurred
within a year of the victory of Udgir. The several papers now presented,
which may be likened to telephone messages passing between the various
commanders in a modern- campaign, will enable the student of history to
follow the operations of diplomacy and warfore in 2 manner which is hardly
possible in the case of other famous campaigns.

2. History of the Peshwa's relations with the Nizam

It 1s well known how the imperialistic aims of the Marathas were from
., the beginning strenuously opposed by the great Nizam-ul-mulk, and
" how keen is the curiosity among students of Maratha history 1o ascertain
% xactly why the Nizam's existence in the heart of Maharashtra was tolerated
¥ 1d allowed to continue to be the great obstacle against Maratha expansion
and a permanent menace to their central government. Bajirao’s long
and brilliant career had come to an end, but the Nizam still remained
unconquered. His death, however, in 1748 and the ensuing troubles
about the succession, provided his son Balaji with the coveted opportunity
of crushing the Nizam. For a time, however, the famous French soldier
Bussy relieved the Nizam from the fear of the Peshwa, with his formidable
artillery and superior tactics. The Peshwa bided his time by cleverly
befriending Bussy and quietly utilising the interval in strengthening his
position both in the North and South of India, so that by 1759 his power
was well-nigh unchallenged from the Indus to the Cauveri. He even
entered into a brief trial of strength with the Nizam, by way of a rehearsal,
which 1s known in history as the battle of Sind-Khed, November-December
1757 (letter No. 1), in which, the Peshwa’s eldest son, Vishvasrao, won his
spurs under the able guidance of Dattaji Sindia. '

3. Preparations of the Peshwa

While the Nizam began to prepare against a possible outbreak of
hostilities (No. 2), the Peshwa, taking advantage of Bussy’s final departure
from Hyderabad, matured, during the monsoon of 1759, his plans for
humbling the Nizam completely, by capturing his four important
possessions, all reminiscent of past Mussalman glory, viz., Burhanpur,
with its neighbouring fort of Asergarh, Daulatabad, Ahmednagar, Bijapur
(Nos. 81, 82, 83 and 87). Of these the Peshwa succeeded in capturing
Ahmednagar without firing a shot, by bribing the Nizam's commandant
Kavi-jung.
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The Peshwa also won over the famous artillery-commander Ibrah;
khan Gardi (No. 4) who, having been trained un:iyer Bussy was the xl;;?n
support of the Nizam. On 25th November 1759 the Peshwa entered
Ahmednagar .thh great ceremony (No. 10), and thence superintended
further operations the direct command of which was entrusted to Sadashiv-
rao Bhau, whose proposals on the conduct of the war are embodied in an
autograph letter (No. 10). By the end of 1759 all famous Maratha warriors
concentrated their forces (No. 7), except the Bhonsle brothers of Nagpur,
Janoji apd Mudhoji, who were either half-hearted in their devotion to the
Peshwa'’s cause or were disabled by mutual dissensions (Nos. 34, 41, 43).

4. The Campaign

Operations began in the early part of the new year. Raghunathrao is
seen.ﬁgurmg COPSPICUOUSIS{ in all of these, now giving information, now
offering suggestions and discussing the astrological possibilities (51),
trait of his character which later ruined his career. He however evinces
a great awe for his cousin Bhausaheb, only four years older than himself
(27, 36, 42, 52). Maratha spies were active in supplying information from
the enemy'’s camp (Nos. 19,20, 25,36,37,39). Actual fighting commenced
on 20th January and consisted mainly of artillery and cavalry actions on
both sides and 1s vividly described along with the terrain in several letters
(Nos. 51, 53, 56, 77). Equipment, finances, difficulties of transportation
and topics of a like nature are subjects of several other letters (Nos. 53, 69).
It must, however, be borne in mind that the picture can by no means be
complete, unless we have complementary papers representing the Nizam's
side of the story.

5. Why the Maratha Plans Failed

The final victory of 3rd February 1760 would have completed the Maratha
plans, had not disastrous news just then arrived from the north. Dattaji
Sindia had been cut to pieces by the Afghans under Ahmedshah Abadali,
an event which immediately called away all the Maratha resources towards
Panipat, thus saving the existence of the Mussalman power in the South.
Most of the Commanders and statesmen of subsequent fame were present
at Udgir, including Raghunathrao, Vishvasrao, _Balyvaqtrao Me_a}xendale,
Gopalrao Patwardhan, Antaji Mankeshwar, Tukoji Sindia, Rayaji Pawar,
Vithal Shivdeo, Damaji Gaikwad, Babuji Naik, Sakharam Bapu, Nana
Fadnis and others, too many to be mentioned in this brief note. Keshavrao
Panse of the Peshwas artillery lost his life in the fight and Damaji Gaikwad
suffered seriously from plunderers (No. 45). The signal success achieved
by Sadashivrao in this campaign furnishes a clue to his being appointed to
command the Panipat expedition ; and the Maratha troops flushed with

the victory of Udgir, bent their course towards the north on 14tjh March
he papers also speak of the Peshwa fast losing his health
mself as suffering from the after-effects of his attempted

assassination by Muzaffarkhan Gz}rgﬁ (Nos.10,50). His mn‘acu]ou? escape
forms the subject of Dattaji Sindia’s hearty congratulations (No. 1 )- |

Students of history, provided they have mastered the existing materia sé
will, with the help of these papers, be able, it is }}oped, to .addfan arr;(})]té:e
of fresh details to their knowledge of the Udgir campaign from

original letters, here published for the first time.

following.
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SIThe letter, addressed by Nana Purandare, all in _his own hand, to
Balawantrao Mehendale, vividly describes the action of Sindkhed on 12th
December 1757. This Sindkhed appears to be the seat of Jijabai’s father,
Lakhuji Jadhao, about 50 miles east of Aurangabad.
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INews-letier from the Nizam's camp to Poona. It gives an account-
of the Durbar which Salabai-Jung held to distribute gifts and presents to
his Sardars, in order to secure their goodwill and help against a possible break
of relations with the Peshwa.

No. 3] [4-7-1759
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IThe writer gives the state of things at Hyderabad and mentions how
Ramchandra Jadhao was being promoted.

No. 4] [5-11-1759
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NThe letter mentions how the Peshwa tried to win over Ibrahimkhan
Gardi from the Nizam's service. The task was entrusted to Keshav Laxman

Panse, Officer of Artillery.

No. 5] ’ [7-11-1759
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WThe letter describes the position of the armies before the actual action

began,
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“Nes. 43 and 44 are two more letlers of Malhar Chintaman et
deseribing the differences between fanoji and AMudheji Bhonsle.
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SNews in continuation of the previous letter.
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YNews-letter from Nana F a;lnis.

] —

No. 48] : ' [25-1-1760
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9 The writer says that he could not encamp near Bhatagali owing to
scarcity of water. He has therefore encamped at Bhatkhedle on the Manjra.

[24-1-1760

[

ARTaEsE S 9. aeR enE Ao fem s
Y . GRS AR TS S v @ e R
e TR S T Bty ey e fdn 3R g W

36 .



39

e T QR STV e W S orfg. e Al e,
3 Q1 = e R R T AR afiea Terefl afTaEsil

€INews of negotiations started by the Nizam.
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Letter by Gopalrao Patwardhan to Bhausaheb, regretting that he has

. not been allowed by the Peshwa to join in the struggle and saying that the
Peshwa was improving in health. This is an important information, which
shews that Peshwa Nanasaheb was already losing health and that fears were
being entertained on that account.

- No. 511 [ iy, 31-1-1760
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NRaghunathrao asks for the exact time at which he is expected to attack.
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Letter of Raghunathrao to Bhausaheb suggesting him 1o dispose of

Basalat Jung before he joined the main army of the Nizam. It is significant
in what awe the writer holds the addressee.
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No. 53] [27-1-1760
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UThe writer asks funds from the headquarters of Bhausaheb. The
addressee Sakharam Bapu appears to be with the Peshwa at. Nagar. He

dlso communicates the Maratha disposals. - The letter appears writ@n long
before the date of receipt fixed at the top.
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T his appears to be a news from the enemy’s camp.
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YIThe arrangement of the various divisions of the army and also the
moves and the countermoves are given in this letter.
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IThe handwriting appears to be of Raghunathrao who advises
Sadashivrao on astrological grounds not to begin the action ™ to-moriow

Wednesday "'.
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T he wavering state of mind of the Bhonsles of Nagpur is well described

here.
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HES 880, TAMIY YR HRd. @9 g qee & B
YRaghunathrao suggests to Bhausaheb to bring into execution the scheme

already planned and to defer for some time a strong attack. The respectful
attitude of Raghunathrao towards Sadashivrao is also apparent.
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YIRaghunathrao writes to Sadashivrao astrological aspects of the right
time for aitack and then gives his boasiful determination to give the enemy
a fierce fight.  He also gives the arrangement of his army.
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NThe whole letter is in Vithal Shivdeo's handwriting. He makes certain
suggestions of strategical importance.
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$iThis is a letter of Raghunathrao to Sadashivreo.
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QY The writer Nana Fadnis gives information about the movements of
the army of the enemy and asks for orders for further action.
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YRaghoba’s letter to Bhuusaheb.
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SRaghunathrao has been all along advising to give the enemy a crushing
fight, otherwise the operations, he says, shall have to be continued for four

months more.

———— e
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“Withal Shivdeo's letter.
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$iThe writer Raghunathrao writes about the difficulty of transporting
the guns.
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The wr:'z‘er'suggests the forage parties of the enemy lo be stopped
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N The writer appears to be Gopalrao Patwardhan.
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* € Bhausaheb asks the whereabouts of the army of the enemy and requests
more contingents fo be sent lo him. He also consoles Sakharampant Panse (2)
for the loss he sustained in the death of Keshavrao Panse on the field of
Udgir.
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WThe whole letter i in Nrro Purordnres [ oyedec peter -
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WThe letter describes the havoc played by the artillery under Ibrahimbkhan
into the enemy's camp, and also the precarious condition of the enemy.
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TWagh writes news of Janoji Bhonsle's movements fo Sadashivrao.
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& The writer describes the attitude of the Bhonsle brothers.
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CiCapture of the fort Daulatabad, communicated by Gopalrao Patwardhan
to Govindrao Limaye Khasgiwale.
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8 Sadashivrao writes to the Peshwa the terms of the treaty that he had
offered io Nizam.
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9 The writer, a Muhammadan, congratulates the Peshwa on the success
at Udgir and praises the bravery displayed by Bhausaheb.
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W The writer Ragho Bapuji is deputed to take possession of the province

of Ambad by the Peshwa. He complains against Mudhoji Bhonsle arresting
the Patil of the place, and asks for his release.
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SNews-letier from a spy sent by the
The ultimate resull of the campaign turned out fo be as

Peshiwa into the Nizam's camp.
hollow ax this spy

forecasted.
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returned to the Library
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The writer gives some idea about the attitude of Nimbalker and Jadhao

afier the negotiations.
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